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“Veridiction-reduction” in Fictional Narrative Communication
Zhao Yiheng

Abstract:“Truth ” is the thing that the receiver wants to get in any narrative
communication, not less in fictional narratives. Only by finding
something true could he continue the communication. * Veridiction-
reduction” is what the receiver performs in understanding any narrative
by reducing the fictionality to “true” conditions. For only with truth
could he fill in the cognition gap that drives narration. There are,
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however, different types of truth-reductions. The unreliability of the text
adds to the pleasure of understanding. A large number of audience,
nevertheless, believe what the text says, falling into the tap of
verisimilitude but giving up the right of reduction. The most important
type is to epoche the fictional frame while performing the reduction
within the fictionality. The fun of art is to play the ticks of truth-
reduction against all odds so as to break the fictional shell.

Keywords: veridiction- reduction; narrative communication; fictionality ; cognition gap
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