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Original Object and Its Multi-Deconstruction in Art Semiosis

Hu Yirong

Abstract: It is generally accepted in semiotics that in culture text, especially in texts of modern art,
signs can generate interpretents without referring to an object. Such an argument has been used to describe the
developmental logic of western art history in the past one hundred years. In Peircean semiotic system, there
are two kinds of objects: immediate object and dynamic object. From this perspective, the absence of
immediate object could be taken as the cause of the presence of dynamic object. Thus, the object as a whole
is omitted: it is deconstructed. In art semiosis, object is no longer taken as a unity; instead, it is
deconstructed and becomes open to multiple interpretations. The openness of original things and multi-
deconsctruction of object are under the mechanism of art signification and interpretation, namely, art semiosis.
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