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On Camp: the Regeneration of Gaudy Irony

ZHAO Yiheng

(1. School of Literature and Journalism; 2. Institute of Semiotics and Media Studies Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610064 China)

Abstract: Camp is a special style that has been used more and more in various artistic genres in re—
cent years especially in advertising. Less and less research has been done on Camp. Camp is often
confused with the usual funny humorous and ironic. Camp is actually a very special kind of symbolic
rhetoric which is a kind of intentional overvulgarity to such a degree that it can no longer be regar—
ded as vulgarity but becomes a technique to overthrow vulgarity. Therefore it is a very delicate
irony a kind of duplicity and vulgarity which overthrows vulgarity with excessive vulgarity. In order
to achieve the goal this kind of technique must be very accurate and considerate to the cultural con—
text or the recipient will misunderstand it. But when used properly it can be very effective.
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