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Secondary Narrativization in Contemporary Films

Based on True Events

Zhao Yuping

Abstract: “True events” are an important category for understanding the world.
When “true events” enter the structure of artistic discourse, they
trigger the exploration of the meaning of signs. In contemporary art,
a “true event” relates to history, relies on interpretation and exerts a

significant and profound impact on the psychological structure and
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cognitive mode of the viewer by means of specific art forms. As an
important and typical artistic style, films based on true events contain
a unique secondary narrativization: the audience’s dynamic reception,
the pursuit of semiotic narration with totality, the verification of “true
events” and the provision of complementary details. This process
encourages the viewer to face life and “true events” themselves, to
explore the nature of the object and to ponder the true meaning of life
and art.

Keywords: films based on true events, secondary narrativization,

totality, verisimilitude
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