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From Xingming Xue to Semiotics: A Screening and
Reflection of the Academic History

ZHU Dong

(School of International Cultural Exchange, Lanzhou University, 730000, Lanzhou, China)

Abstract There is abundant semiotic thoughts in the old Xingming Xue represented by the
Mohist School and the Ming-logics of the School of Ming. From the point of the academic history,
the modern Semiotics was introduced on a large-scale into Chinese academic field in 1980, before
which year the probing to the Xingming Xue was within the subjects of philosophy and logics. It
was not until 1980 that the academic circle began to study Xingming Xue from the perspective of
Semiotics. Thereafter the study of the old Xingming Xue had been expanded in the later period of 20
century. The first 10 years of the new century is the period of the deepening study of the old
Xingming Xue, and the second 10 years is the expanding period, whether it is in methodology or the
research area. It is of great significance to study the thoughts in the old Xingming Xue and review and
interpret the whole Chinese semiotic heritage as well, which will promote the Sino-foreign academic
exchange and dialogue and spread the excellent traditional culture of China, which is also the re-
sponsibility and mission of the Chinese scholars.

Key Words the old Xingming Xue; the Ming-logics; the School of Ming; the Mohist School;

Logics; Semiotics



