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On the Contribution of Cognitive Semiotics to the
Study of Visual Culture

Wang Moxiao

Abstract: In his book, art historian and visual culture researcher Hans Belting

expands the previously one-sided view of image content. His more
comprehensive study of the “image-medium-body” continuum places
medium and body in a closer relationship. However, the theoretical
handling of these two elements remains in a pending phase with
limited operational value and no systematic construction.

Coincidentally, cognitive semiotics, which has gained prominence
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over past decades, also examines the problem of body. This
exploration not only introduces new cognitive science and
technology, but also draws from fields such as phenomenology to
form a relatively mature methodology and theoretical system,
presenting a possible standpoint to natural science for including visual
culture research.
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