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2025 Annual Report of Chinese Semiotic Studies

Wang Wei Wang Liugingyue Chen Meijun Chen Xiao

Abstract: This paper reviews and summarizes the development and research
achievements of semiotics in China in 2025. Throughout the year,
semiotic research in China continued to expand in both the depth and
breadth of theoretical exploration and interdisciplinary application,
characterized by a commitment to upholding tradition while embracing
mnnovation and responding to contemporary themes. This year,

research in semiotic theory has continued to deepen the classical
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semiotic theories of figures such as Peirce and Barthes, while also
actively engaging with artificial intelligence as a key contemporary
concern, thereby providing critical frameworks for the analysis of
emerging semiotic phenomena. Regarding applied research, scholars
delved into two primary fields: first, the systematic investigation of
the generative logic and shared mechanisms of cultural industry signs
and their role in cross-cultural communication; second, the study of
meaning construction and interpretation of signs in artistic semiotics,
as well as its mechanism for cultural inheritance and fostering a strong
sense of community for the Chinese nation. Overall, semiotic
research in 2025 was closely aligned with national cultural strategies
and cutting-edge technological change. Driven by both theoretical
innovation and practical application, the discipline demonstrated
robust explanatory power and vibrant academic vitality.
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