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Communication Semiotics:

An Examination on the Academic History

PENG Jia

(School of Journalism and Communication, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510632, PRC)

[ Abstract| The tradition of communication studies from perspective of semiotics was formally initiated by
John Fiske in the early 1980's and then has developed into a branch study in communication. There was a
long “pre-history” of the interdisciplinary study of semiotics and communication, marked by Roland
Bathe's inquiry into the meaning generation of signs and texts of different media, and the awareness of the
ontological status of communication in the interdisciplinary study takes its form when the “biological turn”
took place in semiotics. As a “doctrine” instead of a “discipline”, semiotics shares with communication
study, a similar shift in paradigm and critical stand in revealing culture and communication mechanism.
Under the influence from structuralism to post-structuralism, semiotic study of communication shifts its
focus from the message/text to the differences and dialogues in communication, and the dynamic factors
of chances and risks are taken into consideration, thus four research paradigms are established.

[Key words| communication semiotics; academic history; paradigm
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