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Returning to Literary Classics/Serving the Current Reality:
The Functional Orientation of Productive Literary Criticism
Yao Wenfang
( College of Humanities Yangzhou University Yangzhou 225009 China)

Abstract; The argument about the function of literary criticism was caused by the issue concerning the “non-
utility” of criticism. Here it is worth noting that Terry Eagleton ( ) conducted a long-term
systematic study on the issue concerning the function of literary criticism so as to find a way to solve the
problem about how to realize the substantive social function of criticism thus placing the concept of
“productive criticism” on the agenda about the function of literary criticism. The division on the function of
literary criticism experienced several ups and downs and triggered a centenary debate on “literary canon” in
which Harold Bloom ( ) became a solitary fighter to defend the Western canon. Eagleton made his own
choice between the two poles of literary criticism  “returning to literary canon” or “serving the current
reality ”. That is to say he opposed the “non-utility” of literary criticism but meanwhile he didn’ t hold that
literary criticism should simply return to literary canon. Instead he advocated that literary criticism should
serve the current reality under the condition that textuality is integrated with politics and rhetorical form with
historical power.

Key words: productive literary criticism functional orientation non-utility literary canon current reality
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