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The Shaping and Communication of National Image in Internet

—Taking the Official Website of China Daily (the English Version) as an Example

JU Jing
(School of Foreign Languages,Daqging Normal University,Daqing 163712, China)

Abstract: The rise of new media led by mobile Internet marks that mankind has entered the hypermodal era.
Hypermodality is the conflation of multimodality and hypertextuality,and it is one of the characteristics of new media.
According to Lemke’s point of view, multimodal symbols express three types of meanings at the same time, namely,
presentational meaning, orientational meaning and organizational meaning. Three kinds of relationships are constructed
between consecutive web pages or hypertext semantic units, namely, presentational, orientational and organizational
relationships. The combination of multimodal affordance and hypertext affordance provides people with the opportunity to
make meaning and a platform to avoid monological voices and accommodate heteroglossia. Based on this, taking the official
website of China Daily (the English version) as an example, this paper analyzes how to self-shape the national (virtual)
image in the hypermodal context represented by the Internet, and puts forward effective strategies to strengthen the
construction and communication of the national image, i. e. image goal: clear positioning; content selection: heterologous
confluence; ways and means: technological empowerment.

Key words: Internet; Hypermodality; Multimodality ; Hypertextuality ; National Image; Shaping and Communication
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