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C. S. Peirce’ s Semiotics and Related Studies both at Home and Abroad

Ji Haihong

Abstract Born about ahundred years ago, semiotics is a relatively new research field which

concerns the production, understanding and mechanism of human signs. One of the two universally

recognized sources of semiotics is C. S.

Peirce, the American mathematician, logician, and

philosopher. This paper aims at introducing the unique semiotics of Peirce’ s which basically falls

into two areas :

the notion of the sign and the three trichotomies of signs. A sign, according to Peirce,

consists of object, representamen, and interpretant. And starting from this, Peirce divides signs into

icons, indices, and symbols. Sign classification is what Peirce devoted his whole life to. The academic

work on Peirce, both at home and abroad, is faced with a variety of difficulties.

Keywords Peirce ; sign; classification of signs ; semiotics
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