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Formal “Frame Breaking” and Ethical ‘“Transgression”
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Abstract: This paper uses the narrative texts The Truman Show, Stranger than

Fiction and W-Two Worlds to explore the relationships between form
and ethics in narratives from semionarratology and ethical criticism
perspectives. Ethical values can only be kept and transmitted through
certain forms, and the violation of such values and social conventions
leads to social chaos. Formal transformation, or “frame breaking”,
in narratives guards ethical correctness and restores the social order.
The flexibility of frame breaking in form is to keep the narrative from

transgressing the ethical boundary.
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