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From Co-occurrence to Repetition: On Generativity of the Film

Image from the Perspective of Semiotic Phenomenology

Zhang Cheng

Abstract:

The signification of the film image depends on its generativity. As such,
the film image constantly remains in the generation process, and its
signification stays in a permanent and unfinished state. However, the
generativity of the image depends not on the image itself, but on the

intentional activities of audience’s consciousness. More specifically,
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image generativity is generated by consciousness in two steps. The first
step is co-occurrence, that is, consciousness integrates the represented
aspect into co-occurrence aspects through its transcendental
apperception and obtains the original meaning of the image. The second
step is repetition, that is, consciousness forms the effect of meaning
accumulation through repetitive meaningful activities. This provides the
complete meaning of the film image. Moreover, empathic experience
merely refers to the meaning of film images we receive when we are
directly immersed in them, which is an experience hard to express in
words.

Keywords: image of  film, generativity, co-occurrence, repetition,

semiotic phenomenology
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