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This paper argues that the philosophical foundations of Chomsky s innateness hypothesis in
language acquisition is mainly derived from Peirce s general knowledge acquisition, and that
Chom sky borrowed two important ideas from Peirce to develop his innateness: guessing instinct
and abduction. This paper first presents Peirce s know ledge acquisition theory and shows how
Chomsky feels closest to him in epistemology . In the end, based on Andersen (1973), this paper
illustrates the role of the later Peircean abduction in Chomsky s theory of language acquisition and
tries to integrate the logic of abduction into Chomsky 'language acquisition model. The conclusion
is that a child acquires his mother language by abducing a hypothetical grammar based on his
interaction with experience followed by deducing new linguistic data from such hy pothetical

grammar and inducing them in real context.

Liang Dandan, Neurolinguistics in China: a retrospect and prospect

Neurolinguistic studies in China started in the later 1950s and some progress has been made sin
then in aphasia and Chinese character and word recognition. Strictly speaking, these early studies
fall short of neurolinguistics in its true sense. Not until the mid 1990s did serious neurolinguistic
studies emerge with the Chinese language as its data. The relevant findings are mainly in the two
areas studies of Chinese mental lexicon, and neurolinguistic studies in the light of current
syntactic theories. In the years to come interdisciplinary collaboration is needed before some

robust achievement can be expected.

Liang Jie and An, Le, A comprehensive review of the researches on Chinese aphasia

The paper presents a comprehensive review of researches on Chinese aphasia in the past ten years.
The early findings are represented in Packard's (1993) Linguistic Investigation of Aphasic
Chinese Speech . The latest research is seen in Chen and Bates ' (1998) “The dissociation between
nouns and verbs in Broca s and Wernickes s aphasics: Evidence from Chinese”, and Lu, ef al.,

(2001) “Judgment of grammaticality in aphasia”.

Wang, Mingyu and Chen, Yong On the historical evolution of semiotic studies in Russia

Semiotics is one of the few humanitarian disdplines in which Russia won worldwide recognition. Semiotic
studies in Russia have always been based on its own philological tradition, and have concentrated on its
national mentality and humanitarian thinking. Such studies have been closely linked to the studies on
history, religion, literature, drama, architecture and painting, and its contributions are mostly in ciltural
semiotics. Since the concept of semiotics was first put forward by C. Peirce and F. de Saussure, semiotic
studies in Russia have undergone several major phases, such as ground preparation in the late
19 century, steady development before the October Revolution, maturity after the Revolution until mid
20" century, transition in R. Jakobson and M. Bakhtin s studies and systematic studies by scholars of
Moscow-Tartu sdhool.
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