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Exploration of Emotional Narratives in Contemporary Sichuan Popular
Music from the Perspective of Emotional Semiotics in The Book of Music

ZHOU Shanggqin
(School of Humanities, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu, Sichuan 611756)

Abstract: The Book of Music contains rich theories of emotional semiotics. In the "emotion— music—etiquette"
symbolic meaning system, "emotion" holds a core position. As the symbolization of emotions, artistic texts deter-
mine that the first step in exploring the emotional narrative of contemporary Sichuan popular music is from "music"
to "emotion", and the second one is from "emotion" to "etiquette". Contemporary Sichuan popular music can be
classified into three kinds of "music", which have a Chinese style, a rap style and a folk style respectively. The
emotional narrative includes three axes: an aggregation axis, a combination axis, and a subject axis, which needs
an analysis of the two aspects of text styles and text narratives. The emotional categories of the three kinds of
"music" are the four basic emotions of joy, happiness, love and sorrow, yet as a matter of fact they are the three

compound emotions of fondness, love and desire under the modal of emotional crossing occurring among the objects
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and subjects of the four basic emotions. Underlying "etiquette" is determined by unique Sichuan culture and life-

style formed under the joint influence of Sichuan’s natural geographical environment and humanistic environment.

Keywords: The Book of Music, emotional semiotics, contemporary Sichuan popular music, emotional

narratives
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