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[ Abstract ] Metaphor thinking pattern of traditonal chinese medicine (TCM) has multiple characteristics, which
is represented by the interrelated and intertwined relationship between two metaphor-sets, which weave a multiple
metaphorical system of TCM by means of theorization and guidance. Ontological metaphor can basically theorize TCM,
but it proves difficult to justify itself in the interpretation of complicated physiological and pathological condition of
human being, further, it leads to argumentative flaw and inconsistency in reasoning. Considering the partial deficiency
of ontological metaphor, process metaphor is proposed to interpret Yin-yang theory and Five-agent theory and provide a
powerful theoretical backup to justify the unreliability of pseudo-scientific concept of TCM.
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