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Dual Criteria for Character Judgement in the
“Thing-Oriented Turn” Narrative Studies

Sun Shaowen

Abstract: Under the “thing-oriented turn” of narrative studies, the importance
of thing protagonists has become prominent. However, existing
character studies still take humans as the prototype for understanding
and are confined to the linguistic tradition, making it difficult to judge
whether thing protagonists in broad narrative genres qualify as

characters. This makes the reconsideration of character judgment
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criteria urgent. Peircean semiotics posits that the general nature of the
object determines the sign and its interpretant; therefore, to interpret
a certain sign within a text as a character, it is first necessary to clarify
the general nature represented by the character sign. The integration
of the latest developments in Peircean semiotics and actor-network
theory reveals that things in a broad sense possess two continuous
general natures: agency and self-reflexive subjectivity. Accordingly,
dual criteria for character judgment can be constructed: the baseline
criterion, namely the acting character representing agency; and the
general criterion, namely the anthropomorphic character representing
self-reflexive subjectivity. The dual criteria expand the category of
characters and provide a motivation for viewing thing protagonists as
characters. Their foundation in the integration of semiotics and actor-
network theory also offers methodological inspiration for * thing-
oriented turn” narrative studies.
Keywords: thing-oriented turn, semiotics, ANT, acting characters,
anthropomorphic characters
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HF5E) h, WYX SR EatE. AEmzY . FE. AEY (p13),
MAEAE “AEAZET BER, X T U EARERL, HRZY. HARZ
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IRFTRERCE RO AT e S 558, 7EX A ih F T4 e g 2
i AFSIMWRER, TN, BALS —H AR —FE LR, Wﬁm
A, [i—AEIRFRRA (Alber, 2016, pp. 106 —142)
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e LR FRE G b, ) BGR SCAR TR AR N Z AT L4
THIE:
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ZHEERTANY, S TZEMF2YIFEAY, K, H IO LU# R,
AR N E F— 8 HF N EFER (existents) — Ik AW
(characters) F1¥ & (settings) YL ( Chatman, 1978, p.19) . ik 5k 4 #H

O WEHEIFEHEAYRE S, X—FETEHAME NSNS WRURTT S 5 R AR, sifR
WS, (ASF—E AR - DRV A AY) . WAz (Bal, 2017, pp. 65 = 153),
WA, FTRAYSAF R R ARG (W1EEL, 2004, pp. 141 -167)
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FEHL AT AR S I TR S A, B TR A R A R
(2021, p.129), W[, thFibR Gl LRSS KB, O 1R B
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DIAT BRI 3k 43 50 6 i AN W) R 2, AR MEFLIE X 43 AP AR,
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WE ARG TE )R, & 05T U AN B Y R IR E TR BUA R (2024,
pp. 39 —45) . &M, FEANEXLYMERF R, TEEREANRE, AR
THRRENE
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T KERFAEEZH —RBOREEE R, BNERE ., Zbr. HR=fFE
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RRWE, PhSpAE, o B, A, HE, ZEMWNE, A8, EE2, 2
#17 (pp. 190 —191) FEER, ERTRYG/RIBEFN5%, TAAIRERTE,
fEREH R E SURITE, P2 - BRRAN AR “Bef8 - MR 5.

RN BN, XUEERULIA S 2 - URRI AT R DA
FIFREFEANYFTS . LRI R EA R LR, BERTP YA
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Bi. €2001: KRzi8YF) HAYRANRSE,
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“HetR - Irds” W N E LSRR A IR — IR (LR SCm s ) o LS
Gl (ABERS B A, CRBIHTHENYF S, -2 “iE
THETE (LA LW ARG ) - s (BRI AR )T, — R
“ BRI RS (BRG LI BIREEA) - TR (RIRORI AR BPZE) 7
RefE AN, PriRiin, XWMEAYTF SRS —, MELLHIW,

EREBOAR N AN i BAT = 4EE (Phelan, 1989, pp. 1 -4), H
, GRERE (synthetic dimension, A& A CHBGAR B 1R H)) A EL4E
J# (thematic dimension, AYJHE A AL IR T BUA SCA ) HE A S 40 (B0 &
o NBUGAR SCAS Ff BE R BRI NP2 BRI | Ak e B UAE, A 1B LA
N RIS, B, B54ERE (mimetic dimension) , BV Y EA LI B
IN—PHAHEZ N (possible people) (YR, LIRS, PEARSE, 20 T A
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A, HITUER DA A J AR RO ) S B S o AR BRI X (scheme) , 2
ARG BB, INABUA 2 E R /K2 (David Herman) A
O, EEE BRI S A T — 5 R R BRI E AR
FAINIE A, XA 22 20k A Z B0l g MO SR A T 332, A K
HR B2 52 1E s 55— 5 T2 SO 5 | 5 00T e = 1 5 v B N 00 A4 1 A A T
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PeEFL 2. SO, RO O AR (models of persons) , X U7
T A4 B Bl o A B O e B A AR A . (2012, pp. 125 - 131)

PR NS A L B S 22 A SR B NS BT st P R LJCRE 45 ol ik
T AR WEL RO, B, TCiREIMEE RYER S, AR
N X JRURAR R T, e LA B P i AR BEAR B AT RIVEE A AL i
Oy X R MG AT, IS AR BB AR AT, o nT RE<s 2
ENMREEE—m, MeffAdR (IRBEB) BB, RRIME, &
KR TSRS, (HE SN RVFBCRACA R, 15 b RE S
S B ARFREIE . SRS R, XA S S AT

BISCULE], AE FARBGE 7 X A Al BE 5 1A T e N W2 B pEAT T HEdT,
Forp il nT LU AN e (9268, (HAr PR, AR A SRR 27 5 I 2T e
ik, NP S HEA A LR pUA = AT RUR B k. AP
SESCARMGH R A 5 L Cartificial ) SEHAR, @A R TR AR”
(Alber, 2016, p. 104) o BEAKIHIER] T LA Z A BRAR ALY < A e
4z,

BRI . HOCHE/NER Y, 20 T T CAGA AR (JCHRBE S e A1 H
i) I EMARHE, RESURRAY R [,

W T ERAURBE AL TN G, LT R B ARSI LT R 4R
e/ B, BRI, FE BB ARG T, W) EAMFERER UL, M
Wk, MRIAEAR/NBUA BT ST SR, 210 NP L BT . R AR 5T 4
b, EEBCR BRI G, RESORE R RJZ IR TR
BOAE . B/ RERITHEZ U SOR, S EY (André Gaudreault) i
AR (Frangois Jost)  (2005) . 2= (2000) SEAYHFFY; 2 ML AR
O AR THE WS, NP ELE/R (David Bordwell) (2008) . #9%
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AN BRI — 1A, SR 5 R o 0020 B S 3R, 0 4% 5 Bl I g oo 20 iy
iR LA e, Wik, SR Bl M, IEAMERY, WK
BRGNS 5 YN, AEREEAE Y. e JLER (S
i CEREFLER) ) b, W ILH LB B OEAEY (B RE ) 3
Y (Wiy) &, ENIBR TAME S AEARR, fe2é 1k3gimdr =, g ORI B A
TEMAETCS . FEH SR, RIME DS AR 32 A AT RE 2 A0 05 M0 X A Y
shYy, LIk CORIRIE) , sl AR R A, S A4 T T A Ui
WREDUT A B M Z8 T (AE) , FINTIX LERFER 3 A S A Wi A Bl

SR, HERS R R — 32 A2 AN TR 1AL Rl S Y, S itk
Fl—FEANAD RN R EEMP P E R EN EMNEE, NI “F—
PE” B T .

—LEEEE R, AR AR RIR RS, WA FEAKS . Bk, |
YESE, KR TYRI RS e AR R 77 o I 2024 AR I L 8 A9 A
FAS (R “od7), M ek 22U T AR, A0
. AR, B BRERAY, AESE, IXLEAEIL b AN R AR A 61 IR B e X
SEARFAERE— DAL EZ DAY KB o8 v DUE AR AR, L
ik A sk ZFL R A4/ MU SR G R (LIRS BBGR) b, ARG B
RS L DN AT NG e o i DAY A T 3 e A (] i = DO R TN G
X AR ARSI AL S A2

IR M B ZER T, o CORE R e, EMWAT
R G M OARSRFTS PR E TSN AY 5 L, Frafrsh Mo
AP IR — I CONRERR ) WPk, Sl B MR, R
R T IR, R B HEA T O RGP AT B DR FI A7 3l H
AE S BER A RESL I . HIR R 1 B 3O —E WY SEPRUCSRAL, P R O 25
IS R AT Rl . 20— e X R4, X BCRANREIE e, R4, &
WA B BUE SR IR T — S i0mRmE, BREF— AYiE 2 A7

W R —VEXERTAY T2 £ 2R NN RIS 23, e s TR P2 1Y
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BOASCA AT S HEM, ANYRBECANERZ —, NWEFT,
AR NS T H AT SR B N e AN, — 5w, 1E] LRGA T,
AL, BERRL . PRSI HDATE S i R S B0, T2 T AR 45
B AEERA SO, XS E SUR R, WA TR
HORNEGE T WG F /75 22 Ik oy BAL B ——rgds  (signifier, ¥ 00JE
%) MFrds (signified, fift B ok (98 &) AF B AHC (Saussure, 1959,
p- 67) ; ANWFFS SOMHA S T BRI G2 N AT 54 By i B M. 1L
n, #E FAREEA. AR RN REAYSE, ENNaER. KR5S AR
1, ARYE RIS 55 KR X 5y, BFEA . REAMANIELRKB
i, ZHAGRPIIE BT (icon); “Sarrasine” (BHHIF) X —%E A%
WG —DFhE “e” TEETR BRI IVE . Lotk Mattknx —2 LAY
ERMIRER, R T KRR B4 HEEYE, Ptk “Sarrasine” J2#)
255 (symbol) .

BRI, A SC SR B R INAF 5 R 3l AT o FRILA “ X% - 4§
T BRI SOURRRAEM S, RIS (Sign) FUE AT ALAT—
MFY), E—Ir iR (Object) HiE (determined), 53 —7J7MH, MR
E T IO RP— S, JF—DEFT A (determination) , FEFRZ AT
SRR (Interpretant) , “EUL R I [R]HeH By XF Rk " (CP 8.343) X —
SRR ARy X RERTT, A e R,

HRAE B R AF S I e, VERFT S I AN R BRI 4, T —4F
SHCHIRT R AW, X — AW BNZ AT S 00 f R I, ) 16 ) DR ) R > T
XR - - R X —=Ju kR, i, ERGR SCAR TR A S
Wi NY), T EEEWRFT SRR G, FERBI AR R X G RE TR E R LT S
BN

BRI A M R RBONE A . A, MZHFREFH, DETHKX
SYEIRPT R—— N A (immediate object) FlBf 11%1% (dynamic object)
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(S BR R ZE BRI v o O ASad, B2 IRV A 2 5 U8 BH T 6 G i ELAAR )
TLGEC IR B — A TE Y s S, S—FEMm R, KR, F5%, 5
CRMTERLE A, RIATIAE R . SR O AR R B — A
Jii (general nature)” (CP 3.232),

JEFBUAR () AR R UM, weds S AE i B R IR OB R AT
2013, p.76), SCREIFATERRESL, S i APd A g8 £ S AE i R oRIE,
MR S — DR E AL, 2EMME—rE" (p. 182), WRIH—fF
e, PG, e R R M2 B B R X e, N WDAE5 BT #3405 B 2% 02
ORI — A E Y A, s A BT, C RS, M2 “—M
PEAR” . FEMER SUARRUR X — 6 h, AR ApseE L RIITR Y . ZEOR iYL
WK R BRI NIAG5 P BN G 1 — e P A o

—FRVEATE XS R IR N5 PR IE, RARCE PR O IRAERE . AR
TG RFE X SR REAE I AMIAF 5 B PRI G2 o B SCH E M I SCAR R BB 45k
W], ke BARRETERGR TP AR e, A2 a0, RE—hE, Frll, H
W — VA TUHE AT S BRI R, AR EIENS TR E SCOER T
REBAY, sk UL IR

ZM, FATATLLA N, W AW B bR i (0 G BETE T R A b — i e
AP NYIAT SR, BRSO h AT 5 B XA T, s RT LA
=P YN 7/

(=) Aoy 3 E F) Wik

CEAEPLT B, SR I T A S A S E SIS
2, AL T LI Tsh B MBS (Actor-Network Theory, &K ANT)
JAERE WIS . FESr s T AR S AR ESEE (AL RTT S RES)
PEBI RO B R E4E) , AR EIEAY; ANTIBIUE 7 A 938 6 2
Afrshaeshts, HEREE T AR AR FWE, ZF TN, S
MNZIMARLE A Y (A REsTE) BIAN (FREGEshMES A RE) 1%
BEYE, R bR S Ao B 1 BR BE A

EIE IR EMW ] T, B AT U X R B AR, FHAIE.

S, B AN A RAEGZY, S AFITHR

@  WERWE ST ERE AR R (James Jacob Liszka) YAHSGIR R (2 K /R ¥, 2014,
pp. 161 =165) , [EWNKRIFT 520t o8 240 (2016) WAMSEIRRE,
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itk (agency), mARGETEHG LB EARRE, LAH AR ZIRKE
(subjectivity ) , ¥EiX FAF— AP ATT, A3 iR g4 F .

(1) 473h A : HABRIARPEMNF TPt B g FEHEENTAT
B, ARG THEPREWT AT, B L FHRH b EMe
KR, MBWFTHINT Hiim LE&EGTaaE, st AT30AM,

(2) EAAY: SHFHDADERFPAAEARER, LBFATA
PradA e 8 R EARM, B RATHAYZ EAAN,

PEREAE BORIAF 5500 BT A R EAT S . A5 AT 0% A5G, £
SEUPR M AR, MR SCie . ARG, HIRBIHA . &Y (a4
N HAbZhY) . M), KPR & SR R ESE, oK R
5. (Thomas Sebeok) Z8iifr 30 4ERYEZRER, 7E 20 H4d 90 4EfC4R N T AEWAF
¥ TR SHENRIET, EUMF S 2RI 5% e bfif s
FARLAE, R TR ARFUEE AR RA S B R CH S rissh” (B
B, 2021, p.8),

RSN, ENE RN, B AT R 517, HATT
haeshtE, (AR NSRRI ST A AT SN B R A
YIS RE RN HE A, IR BN AR 0 (5 AT A5, ISR S AT R S Bk
fridfe, B “ A 5P 7 NI (Sebeok, 1991, p.22), ke, A
IR AL B AT . RBLE A FIE S, W SEORRIZARG SR,
][] PG b B RO A R . AR, A AN ZRRE ARSI A C 7R8NS, JPIB IS
PRI CAnSEER 20K | BRI 5 0 SRR R4S ), I JT IR X FP B IR
W, DU TAEfARRRM A “ P B E R . IERP A EME—RE RN
FNFF5 FAFSAT RAAEAE, JTREAH N & e th A AT 5 L T TRIR, BrLAe
PIFF 52 F ] (John Deely) 481 T —AFHZ OS5 “ NEME—HFF 53]
¥ (semiotic animal) ,” (2005, pp.480 —481),

KE ERE B 55250 ik A REHREW AN AT, B
T ST AR EA] (Notbert Wiley) AR /RIET “Xf R - 755 — fif
B —Ju R R AMEEEAL, i AW L E i EMER (me) -4
ER (1) - RRZIEE AR (you)” BI=Hx5, B AF AR (£
TxPEIE) . BRI ARAEBE (AR K7 XETR KT, XFh =il
KE RN REIVE, 1@REBIRIZHE” (1994, p.81) . EUF R E
JEUL, IEREHKRE . BIRMED AR, AMTER T A, BRT
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BTREIRAS T ke, LR LB A T R

R EBOC A, IRAEAT SRR SRR AR, T ANT 46547 1A 3h
PRGBS AE Y (I A A2 RS, AR LT, I
5 AT S RSP S LA ) S — R A

20 122 80 4EAR, ANT fE4H A% FaBR X “3h4", S AgRiE
FHEASN ARG, WIE TR AT sh & M. ANT k. R
Yy, (UL TS IR, BTSN, (B AR
EERIE, Latour, 2005, p.71) AN, SEHESIE N ATEhH, WA T
HIE “Wk LT (sofa potato) HIMLMEBLG. Rit, Tffeh A B
(textual account) , I I ZE VLA K 0175 MR BT & BETE A, 3
PRSI T AT Gy ORI BRI 4L 22 B L R B
SRS | A, AR AT (p.126) . Ml 1780 % T B SR,
TR AT 3D AT LD, FAT S ROk 4 A T 97730, %
VT ANT ARG S-7 B0 0 32 4

TSt A A, ANT 3 — 5 RT3 A HE B0 P H A 2,
W95 TATENAEBIIERY PR, B TEIE R T SO PR 04T 3, i RAF LR A
AR T3, AL R

ANT BB A “PEBIRTTE"  (treated like things) , {HIFIEAT T AN
HYRFURIE , HIRTRIN A ARIOTT SRR FLAT REIEIRE" (p.58) . S AR
HEEE A AR 9 O RE ST R, I, JE A R, R
o BRI AR AR, W KB RN T (R B B
B AR5, 6 AT R R, SR EE TR T bt
B, KT T SRR 2R

AR SR ANT TAL, ST —MEbEATR, AT LB ALANZE | % A
RN N

®1 MH—RERE

LS — AR
U (RS Y. N AEIEREE . —BrfTshReshvE
AW (NFHABAEY)) AFFARE R AT BA T Sh RESh 1k
A FI BB Y AR AR

© KTYRF ST W SAT R, WS EEH, 2025, pp. 80 -95,
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frshiesth kA . AR RTEE, AT S IERC PRI T AT 80,
FRLA, BEAIWIBGA AR B — R 5 AW, HTZH 0 %A 5 8 T 1T sh g
sitk, LIS TREGHN TER, S T ER, 5588 A, IR
ZH TSI AT . BB TShRE S RIRL, TEXARMEZ L, M TS AW
FEMCR P RBUN T ARSI, IBAATo A FEL T A TREA B AR E
e, AIRRZ R “RAANY”, WRIFRATT— A R 0 LA R SR B g N W,
WORR 2 R — bR v o MR RS LR A v AN — FBEbR o, A SO s 45 11 B9 A 400 0 L e
B, EE AT LIS E AR [

IR ETA R E AR TS A, iR GAER, EEfTshim
IR, WS A NS, I T AT shREsh b e,
Gl il BERRIR, B RIRERBURRIfSear; (2001 R2si@iE)
ARG &SR ETAZE . FAUEH T HEMIRRINEERE AT R, [ RA
FRHGUT “SFEFT; (B C0FET) BARRBKRIAK, S <4
T MEFENEE; (OBORSAECR) BX ST K4, JeE TR
RAHR; C(NRERRRE) rPEEREHA: . S 5%y, %, A REAGA
2, BEEEMTNATEN, A BB B0, BRI,

Hoh, AW EMERT AR EERME, BEAAY, 0 (RNH
L) SRR, (2001 KZsiEIE) TRRBIR, (FEE O
1) T Mg, (UEISABE) MBRT L AR, DK
CINKERERE ) HABERE . BT A R ERMERRA . A RINNEGRTT
K, (R FIML) 4 TP AT 4R B 2R A R PR A AE TR ik
15, W REORE LV ESE TS, WERR Ve PRIk . kAR O B P 7
ZERB T, N CLTEBRS B PR AR S A B BB

NS W bR v A R 4 4 B A e 3R 1 T 3, o A
] — P X R PRI ) R 28 . ST 24 B R AR AR B
ARSI RS0, PR R B W bR . BRI, —Jrm, M6
Gy S8R B TR A I ST A RS e E 0, A R, IS TORNATSI A
PR HEAN, 4OGHAAROR G JERPE AR IR RS R anfal 70 24, b A
FEPEA T I A X —Fh 4 ad /2, WA AA& 2 BIVE A T sh AW 461k
AR AS B B R R A DSk AT 55, BB AT 58 BT 55 %, T8 ABRIR &
FHSES T AT Y, ROk b £ 35 e 1) I8 8 A1 B0 AR A B 8 2 R
FshFiR e S5—J5 0, AN B S P R A L[] 52 e s A 3R 1 P 0 B e
5L, WAt B HA AR ANYEIRGE; 25 T BE B2 an ] 38 15 5 ffi i
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(PRI RFESE) , WM EORBUEIRE A ORI RFEAT3h, AWk Ak
TE MR R ANY), REEATE bR AR

5. ERFHRPOAYES, BFERE PR SURHR

MEEARMERE L T Ira & AT sy, JLemoaid /A, HA
A NS EATHE T . AUk FM, 18 EMA YRS e E 5,
ASCWIEE SN ERVHEIT IR, e, CREE) b, B REBRIEE |
FURFHA 52 R AERLAS , RIS AR, . KA EHWEA T8,
IR BT N, W RS, e B e R TS AR, HE
TGS Bud EE R sTakie R T e, AEMm, WimEX A A
PR BIKAHE . XA e B EA X R, RO R MET 208 AT
AT B AIEA, ARSI LIZ Sk 2k M AT sl AW E NN
BURTIRE ERYBIETE T .

g ANT BBHREAE T BARPL TS WRariy, eNT5 a4
ge, HFEIE T — DT LB ABESESE, MR — A B 5l e Ay
SNRESIPER B S FRE . TR e IR b, 455 BRI AT S 2r BTl o B 4
X RSB R BEAE T, AR SCIR T AR I Wibs e X URH . 755
SARUANT [ BLERLS, AlVEN “Wi%eia” BUABHERITkEZ —.
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