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From Presence to Screens: On the Dual Dimensions

of Improvisational Performative Narration

Hu Yiwei

Abstract: Improvisation and unpredictability are the greatest charms of
performative narrative. The more improvisation and unpredictability
there are, the more unexpected elements the narrative contains,
making the content of performative narrative potentially richer and

more fascinating. In the digital age, an additional layer of screen has
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emerged between improvisers and audiences, as well as between
improvisers and participants in performative narrative. This screen
affects the communication of semiotic information and the mutual
perception between senders and receivers of signs; it alters the
“contingent” atmosphere of the performance site—for example, by
reconstructing the broken “fourth wall” or “penetrating” this wall in
other forms after reconstruction. Such acts of reconstruction and
“penetration ” are bound to influence the degree of emotional
engagement. Blocked by the screen, the audience’s needs may not be
met, nor is it conducive to impromptu improvisation. Technologies
such as AR and VR become a way to make up for the lack of
presence and trigger potential improvisation.

Keywords: eclectronic screen, performative narrative, improvisational performance,
contingent atmosphere
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