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The Relation Between Song Style and Markedness

— a Discussion with Zhao Yiheng

Lu Zhenglan

Abstract: Markedness is a major subject of cultural semiotics. The marked is of stylistic characteris—
tics, but the causality must be clearly argued whether style is the reason for markedness or being marked re —
sults in style. The article exemplified by songs, clarifies that the lyrics of songs lose the referential function
of “normal” language as well as semantic function because of stylistic prescriptiveness. It is evident that the
styles of songs lead to markedness of songs which is a typical causal relation between style and marked—
ness.
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