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deepening at the identity level or even the remodeling and transformation at the value level are
driven by this conception. Taking Beilun of Ningbo as an example this paper explores the guiding
significance of promoting the consolidation of a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation to
the innovative development of urban ethnic work in the new era.

Key words: ethnic minorities; urban ethnic work; social governance; sense of community for

the Chinese nation

The Beauty of the Beast — The Northward Movement of the Yunnan
Elephants and the Tributed Elephants from the South:
An Examination of the Ethical Relationship between Human Beings

and Elephants Based on Historical Ethnography
HAO Shi-yuan

Abstract: The distribution of Asian elephants in prehistoric China and their southward retreat are studied with
the background of Yunnan elephants moving northward in 2021. The geographic location is studied and the
implication is analyzed with the classical saying “There are rhinoceros and elephants in the Mountain of Liang" in
the “Erya” of Book of Songs. From the perspective of the tribute system in China’ s historical period the tradition
of paying tributes to the central government with ivory products and the royal records of elephant-taming rituals are
discussed. Following a chronological narrative and the integration of ancient and modern knowledge a historical—-
ethnographic study is conducted on the grandeur of the Chinese dynasties which received the tribute of domesticated
elephants from the “southern barbarians” since the Tang and Song dynasties and its impact on the interaction
between the people of the five directions. The so-called “elephant culture” tradition derived from the imperial
“tributes” had such a widespread and lasting impact on civil society that modern China was once one of the
world” s largest consumption markets for ivory products. Since China completely banned the trade of ivory and the
processing and sale of ivory products the awareness and action of elephant protection has been well developed
which is shown in the careful care of the Yunnan elephants in their whole journey northward and backward to the
habitat. China calls for the international community to build a community of human beings and natural lives and
practice the protecting of biodiversity in which we need to learn from history.

Key words: human and natural life community; Gong Xiang came from the south; Ride the public and control

the elephant; peaceful Instrument Guard; Peace and image; warning against hoarding wealth

Chinese Cultural Symbols and Chinese Cultural Communication
RUAN Jing

Abstract: National identity and national image can be presented through typical cultural symbols. The Chinese
nation has a glorious civilization history of more than 5000 years and there has never been a lack of symbolic
cultural symbols. A careful and in-depth study of the inherent value and spiritual connotation of the Chinese cultural
symbols developed in different historical periods especially their role in building a good image of the Chinese
nation in the process of cultural inheritance interaction and communication and their impact on promoting the
progress of human civilization will help us to have more cultural confidence and effectively show the world a self-
dependent self-disciplined peace loving responsible amiable respectable trustworthy genuine and lovable
China in the New Era.

Key words: cultural symbol; national identity; national image; communication and influence
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