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The Attribute of Chinese Characters in Literati Painting .
With Xiaoxiang Zhu-Shi Painting by Su Shi as Case

Kuang Jingpeng

Abstract: The question of “What is literati painting?” has always been disputed
in the Chinese art history. Painters or scholars tried to research the
connotation and extension of the literati painting; however, there was
no consensus. So we need re-recognize this question by other

perspective—the literati painting dose not focus on the essential
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feature, but describe its rule of means with semiotics of Chinese
characters. The attribute of Chinese characters is an important
mechanism for becoming the literati painting. The fusion of language
and 1mage is the basic feature of attribute of Chinese characters, which
is reflected in the content side of ideograph and expression of surface
on brushstroke in literati painting.

Keywords: literati painting, semiotics of Chinese characters, attribute of

Chinese characters, the fusion of word and image.
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