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Buddhism: A Case Study of Representations

of Mahavairocana

Xu Xiaoxia

Abstract:

Symbolic representation is an important topic in the study of
Buddhism. The aim of this paper is to offer insight into the semiotic
mechanism of Tibetan Buddhism through a detailed discussion of the
representation of Mahavairocana, the highest-honored Buddha under
Esoteric Buddhism, as well as the significance of relevant signs. It is
pointed out that Mahavairocana as an embodiment of tantric cosmic
reality is ontological in the semiotic sense and combines all of the
elements of signifying semiosis. According to Esoteric Buddhism, the

cosmos is pan-semiotic, so all signs representing Mahavairocana are
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icons. As all things refer to each other based on their iconicity relative
to Mahavairocana, a network of icons takes shape.
Keywords: Mahdavairocana, pansemiotic cosmos, icon
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