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A Study of Baudrillard’ s Symbol Fetishism and Its Criticism

Ye Weichun
( College of Chinese Language and Literature Fujian Normal University Fuzhou 350007 China)

Abstract: Compared with commodity fetishism currency fetishism and capital fetishism symbol fetish—
ism is a form more private more manipulating and of higher level in capitalist society. Baudrillard” viewpoint
is that Marx” s critique of fetishism did not escape the influence of bourgeois ideology and failed to go beyond
the political economics. And the bourgeois symbol fetishism will not be thoroughly exposed unless we set out
from symbol analysis and only in this way will the encoding process of bourgeois ideology be fully comprehen—
ded. Fetishism reveals the obsession of symbols and it controls the object and subject and abstracts them at
the same time. The signifying of object and loss of subject are not only the cause of the symbol fetishism but
also its main features.
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