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A "Semantic" Re-Examination of the Term "Communication": An extension of John
Fisk's "Semiotic School of Communication Studies"

Abstract: John Fisk once classified communication studies into two camps: the "process school" that sees
communication as the transmission of messages and the "semiotic school" that sees communication as the
"production and exchange of meanings", and the latter is the path that Fiske's own research has always run
through. In the context of today's new media with information explosion and value loss, the significance of
"meaning theory" is more prominent. Following Fiske's idea of focusing on "meaning exchange", combined with
the history of the introduction of the term "communication" in China, this paper re-examines the basic concept of
"communication", and on this basis, sorts out the three levels of communication meaning realization the inherent
logical relationship among "media, information and symbols".
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