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Metonymy as the Basic Symbolic Mechanism of Rhetoric of Nature:

From Language Media to Visual Media
PENG Jia' TANG Li’

(1. School of Journalism and Communication Jinan University Guangzhou Guangdong 510632 China;

2. College of Foreign Languages and Cultures Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610207 China)

Abstract: Rhetoric of Nature refers to the figurative sense or logical presentation of objects in nature by
thetorical methods in symbols or texts that represent or reproduce nature. The reappearance of natural objects
given meaning by culture relies on contiguity and conceptual integration which are the basic mechanism of the
metonymy. This is true of rhetoric of nature in both language media and visual media. However in visual
rhetoric of nature association by contiguity affected by time and space makes rhetoric of nature a powerful
driving factor for image narration. Moreover Chinese landscape art has a unique rhetorical mechanism of
“metonymy plus synecdoche ” hence having a unique way to reproduce nature. The fundamental role of
metonymy in rhetoric of nature in visual media deserves further exploration.
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