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The Significance and Value of the Semiotics of Games

Zong Zheng

Abstract: The long history of games stands in contrast to the short history of

game studies. Games are both an important cultural phenomenon
and a rarity in academic research, and scholars have not yet
systematically examined the course and context of Chinese and
Western game studies. This paper systematically summarises the
development of game studies in China and the West, pointing out the
differences and connections between * specialised/ non-specialised ”

studies in Western game studies, and discussing in detail the recent
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situation and development direction of ludology based on video game
studies. Therefore, this paper offers relatively comprehensive and
detailed observations and comments on the development of Chinese
and Western game studies in general. Based on this, this paper
demonstrates in detail why semiotics is the academic and theoretical
basis for game research, points out the significance and value of
semiotics of games in current game studies, and finally argues that a
method based on semiotics is needed to develop game studies.
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