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significance of narrative rhetoric in the generation of discourses will be revealed only when we make clear
the relationships between “original meaning” and “ meaning-shift” in narrative grammar as well as between

narrative grammar and narrative rhetoric.

LI Baojing Reflection on Aesthetic Myth 89

Following Cassirers criticism on mythical thinking, Blumenberg further reflects on the ambiguity of
aesthetic myth from a hermeneutic sense of jwstification, and reveals its value as “ remainings of the truth”.
Also, based on modern aesthetic intellectual history, he criticizes the theory of freedom in aesthetic myth

and presents w with an unprecedented and intriguing study of intellectual history, study of myth.

WANG Feng hen Natural Disaster. the Consequence of Consumerism 97

The deterioration of living conditions has become a problem confronting the whole world. Itis no doubt
resulted from the pollution of indwtrial production, but it is also related to global capitalism and its consum-
erist ideology. This essay tries to take a cultural view and explore the impact of consumerist ideology on en-
vironmental crisis, to show the defects of capitalist system, to call for a change in consumption, and to

strive for an improvement of the present situation through ideological thinking.

ZHU Zhenwu &ZHANG Xiuli The Vision of Ecocriticism and the Future of Literary Imagimation 102

The idea of environmental criticism rises with the ceaseless negating and transcending the former critical
modes and cognitive confines of ecocritickm. It searches more deeply into the ecological cultural and social
implications of literary imagination, and seeks a breakthrough in such aspects as the dialog between eco-the-
ory and environmental movement, ecological construction of place consciousness and environmental justice,
in the hope that the literary imagination be revaluated from the ecological cultural and social perspectives,
which will not only enrich the textual connotations and critical molds, broaden the academic vsion, but also
help advance the dispel of the environmental crisis and the emergence of a harmonious ecology.

LI Jing Sign and Namativization in Baudolino 108

Umberto Eco is a world famous semiotician. Baudolino is his historic and mysterious novel rich in con-
notation and unique in form. The paper applies Eco s semiotic thoughts to the analysis of the sign in the no-
vel and uses Ecos theory “asign is anything that lies’ to analyse the dialectics between history and falsity,
reality and imagination. It also analyses the New Historicist idea of narrativization contained in the novel
according to the narrative turn that has been happening in the world of scholarship.

YU Xiaofeng On Umberto Ecos Baudolino 116

Umberto Ecos Baudolino vividly recaptures the social customs of the Middle Ages through the depiction
of Baudolino, the protagonist. The novel 8 an admixture of myths of the Middle Ages the Crusade, therise
of Biblical metropolis, the power struggle between the Pope and the Emperor, the pursuit of religious doc-
trine and mysterious romanticism. In theroyal game between war and peace, belief and confusion, love and
murder, truth and falsechood the novel views in retrospect the historical objectivities deception, devotion

and symbolisms.

ZHANG Ziging Evergreen Pearl Buck 121

As a prestigious writer and a great friend of the Chinese people, Pearl Buck enjoys great popularity in
China, but she has also received criticism from some Chinese scholars and even politicians. This essay tries
to explore the root of this complicated cultural phenomenon from the Confucian culture, and suggests that
we should have courage to face the reality and to eliminate some misunderstanding of her in the past and the
present. We should also translate her works that have not been translated so as to make a fair appraisal of
her. This is the best way we cherish the memory of our beloved friend, who is a builder of the bridge be-
tween Chinese and American cultures.
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