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On the Existence of the Structure.
An Interview with Zhu Dong on His Book Research on Semiotics of Pre-Qin Period
YAN Xiao-fang
(College of Chinese LLanguage and Literature,

Guangxi Teachers Education University, Nanning 530001, China)

Abstract: Semiotic crisis leads to the prosperity of semiotics. From the perspective of semiotic cri-
sis, both contemporary society and Pre-Qin Period have got similar representations. Their semiotic ac-
tivities were frequently carried out, and thoughts of semiotics were flourished. So the book Research
on Semiotics of Pre-Qin Period by Zhu Dong, on the one hand, traces back to the Ancient Chinese cul-
ture to find out our ancestors’ wisdom of semiotics about whom we are; on the other hand, it tries to
solve the problems we meet in contemporary life by offering semiotic ways. It is said in the book that
those philosophers of Pre-Qin Period produced their semiotic thoughts in order to deal with the social
crisis of disorder in their times. Therefore, they discussed the relationship between signs and their
significance, and paid attention to their common concerns on social orders which were always built on
the basis of individual existence. The importance of social orders was often stressed at the price of in-
dividual subjectivity. So the existences of the individual should be perceptive by their actual absence in
the thoughts of Pre-Qin Period. However, the study of Zhu Dong is on the basis of tradition, con-
cerning on present reality, and criticizing today’s problems with the explanations of ancient theory.
What laid behind the strict narration of his analysis is the hidden individual passion of life, just as the
aspirations of existence, they sometimes appeared while sometimes were absent in the thoughts of Pre-
Qin Period, which reminded us that the ignored individual “existence” is the purpose which our social
orders and academics were looking for. Let the existence of individuals appear. So the thoughts of
Pre-Qin Period need to be illuminated by new theories, among which the existential semiotics can be-
come possible to do so. It may help us find the unclear trace of existential thoughts in semiotics of
Pre-Qin Period and then makes it appear in a clear and remarkable system, which could illuminate our
existential reality today.

Key Words: Semiotic Crisis; Semiotic Thoughts of Pre-Qin Period; Existential Semiotics
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