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Construction, Transformation, and Consumption of the

Hero Signs in Peking Opera Water Margin Repertoire

during the Late Qing and Republican Periods

Li Dongdong Zeng Yuwei

Abstract:

The iconographic focus of Peking Opera Water Margin repertoire
during the Late Qing and Republican periods lay in the expression of
eliminating villains, constructing hero signs through stylized
conventions concerning character positioning, physical appearance,
and choreographed movement. Under the influence of press media
and consumer culture, the heroic codes of solemnity and righteousness

were deconstructed, giving rise to narrative deformations characterized
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by violence and the burlesque. Throughout the commercialization
process, these Water Margin repertoire hero signs leveraged the
symbolic value of star performers, ultimately evolving into “star-
icons” imbued with the traits of idol culture. These icons were then
reproduced through the feedback loop of consumer purchasing
behavior.
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