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Boundary of Signs: From the Perspective of C. S. Pierce’ s Semiotics

PENG Jia
( School of Foreign Languages and Cultures Southwest University for Nationalities Chengdu 610041 China)

Abstract: As for the questions whether signals and interpretants are signs C. S. Pierce seems to have contra—

dictory arguments. These seemingly inconsistencies however demonstrate how Pierce’ s theories develop and

evolve which are reflected in his replacement of the term “mind” with “quasi — mind” and therefore become

a cornerstone of biosemiotics. Biosemioticians today further develop Pierce” s theories and expand the boundary

of signs which includes signals or signs of life. The proposal of “interpretant of identification” and “inter—

pretant of answering comprehension” can be viewed as a further development of Piercian Semiotics.
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