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The Philosophy of Body and Body-Sign:
A New Theoretical Viewpoint (Symposium)
Zhang Shuguang, Zhang Zailin, Yang Dachun, Jiang Yuhui & Zhang Bing

Abstract: According to Zhang Shuguang, the paradox of the philosophy of consciousness has made us
trapped into an unprecedented crisis; some Chinese scholars have made efforts to uncover the deep-
rooted thinking about body inside the traditional culture. T oZhang Zailin, the traditional Chinese phi-
losophy is already a kind of philosophy of body which is quite different from the traditional Western
philosophy of consciousness. Chinese symbolic system is a “body-sign” system which has three basic
distinctions: corporeality, inter-textuality, and species-centered. For Yang Dachun, there exists a
kind of “mystery of body” instead of “mystery of consciousness” in contemporary French philosophy.
This miraculous body is a “living body” which has incorporated spirit and body, “I think” and “I can”
as two essential aspects. Jiang Yuhui has briefly introduced one of Deleuze’ s key concepts “affectus”,
then he clarifies the living relationship between body, sign and image, which should be considered as
the open relationship between body and Other, Material, World. From the viewpoint of semiotics,
Zhang Bin has described the external relationship between Western symbolic system and human being,
and in order to achieve the harmony between human beings, artifacts and others, we need to put the
body back to the zero point of the whole reference system of culture and thinking.

Key words: body. sign, philosophy, China, West
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