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The Struggle between Individual and Transcendence, Group and Self in Contemporary Context
——On the Narrative Communication and Ethics of The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie
ZHANG Yue-ting
(School of Humanities, Xiamen Huaxia University, Xiamen, Fujian 361024, China)
Abstract: The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie, on the one hand, adopts the omniscient narrative technique, which
influences and controls the characters, plots and readers through the unique timing arrangement. On the other
hand, the novel also adopts the technique of focusing on the viewpoint of Sandy, the main character, to separate
“parration” and “seeing” and form the antitheses; Sandyis limited viewpoint plays a role of resistance and
deconstruction of the omniscient narration, which liberates the fate of the characters and the interpretation of the
readers from the control of the omniscient narrator, and enables the characters and the readers to obtain certain
autonomy. The significance of the hidden meaning of the text emerges in these two contrary narratives, which
shows how the contemporary people balance between free will and outside dominating force.

Key words: omniscient; character perspective; narrative techniques; readers



