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Accessibility Among the Three Worlds: Using Possible World Theory to
Explain the Relationship Between Fiction and Reality
ZHAOQO Yi-heng
(School of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract: Possible World Theory was first proposed by Leibniz and has been extended to other areas in the last 20
years. Scholars in the literary and artistic circles reacted most enthusiastically, hoping to use Possible World Theory
to explain the relationship between fiction and reality. This paper first defines in detail the ontological statuses of the
actual world, the possible world, and the impossible world; then it respectively assorts the relationship between the
fictional world and the other three worlds: the possible world is the semantic domain of the fictional world, which is
rooted in the actual world and has the ability to transit to the impossible world. Free transitions in the three worlds
is the basic feature of narratives. Based on this assumption, many problems concerning literary and artistic theories
can be solved.
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