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The Dialectic of European Identification
as Exemplified in 19th-Century Literature and Art

> YI Dan
(College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: Emergence of nation-states and national identity building was a key historical scenario in the
19th century Europe. Besides the Romantic calls for an integrated Europe, identification of Europeans at the
time was out of question inside Europe because of the vigorous nation building in various nation-states. Draw-
ing examples from literature and art, this thesis tries to show that it was in the imagination of the non-European
cultures and interactions with them, the Europeans had established a common identity. Therefore, this thesis
postulates that a European identity cannot exist without a global context, and a European identity building sub-
sequently cannot be achieved merely within Europe.

Key Words: 19th-Century Development of European Culture; European Identity; Global Context
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