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[ Abstract |
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With Saussure’s dichotomy of syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations and Jakobson's scheme of linguis -

tic functions as the theoretical basis, this thesis attempts a semiotic investigation into various forms of poetic function

manifested at different linguistic levels and then tries to show the dilemma the translator is trapped in when he has to

turn a poem from its original language into a target one-
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On His Blindness
When I consider how my light is spent

> gn &

Ere half my day in this dark world and
wide,

And that talent which is death to hide
Lodged with me useless: though my soul
more bent

To serve therewith my Maker; and pre-
sent

My true account, lest He returning chide

(by J- Milton)<D
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This Bread I Break

This bread I break was once the oat s

This wine upon a foreign tree

Plunged in its fruit;

Man in the day or wind at night

Laid the crops low. broke the grape’s

joy -

Once in this wind the summer blood

Knocked in the flesh that decked the
wine,

Once in the bread

The oat was merry in the wind;

Man broke the sun. pulled the wind

down-

This flesh you break, this blood you let

Make desolation in the vein,
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Were oat and grape
Born of the sensual root and sap;
My wine you drink, my bread you
snap -
(By Dylan Thomas)®
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b This flesh (vou break). this blood (you

let).

2. My wine you drink, my bread you snap-
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6 My
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I'm Nobody! Who Are You?

I'm nobody! Who are you®

Are you nobody, too?

Then there’s a pair of us — don't tell!

They 'd banish us, you know -

How dreary to be somebody!

How public: like a frog

To tell your name the livelong day

To an admiring bog!

(by Emily Dickinson)®
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The Tyger

Tyger! Tyger! burning bright

In the forest of the night - ..

(by William Blake)@
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My heart’s in the Highlands: my heart is

not here
My heart’s in the Highlands, a-chasing the
deer
Chasing the wild deer and following the roe;
My heart s in the Highlands wherever I go- @
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