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Integration of “Language” and “Society”: A New Focus of
Sociolinguistic Research and Theorization

TIAN Hailong
( School of Foreign Languages Shandong Normal University Jinan 250358 China)

Abstract: Sociolinguistics has long been conceptualized as a disciplinary study of the relation between
language and society but this conceptualization has been challenged in the 21* sociolinguistics and
linguistic anthropology for having taken “language” and “society” as separated. In reviewing seminal
and edge-cutting literature this article takes on the proposition of sociolinguistics that “language” and
“society” be integrated into a whole of linguistic action the “glue” of which is “language ideology”
and the set of recently developed concepts and theories. This new proposition of sociolinguistics is

discussed in terms of its emergence and development so are the implications for the sociolinguistic
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innovations to be brought about by this new focus of sociolinguistic research and theorization.
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