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Plot conception of time-travel novel: Double identity and self
Taking Meng Hui Da Qing as an example

WANG Xiaoying, ZHU Dong

(College of Chinese language and Literature, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China;
School of International Cultural Exchange, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: As a genre fiction, time-travel novel constructs a double identity of world and life for whoever travels
through the time and space. So it has unique value of answering such questions as “who I am” and “who I will be”.
Traversing can change those aspects in the original identity that can’t be changed, hence providing greater potential for
the realization of self-value. Therefore, it can be regarded as a means of resisting the mediocrity. But the time-traveler
does not belong to the time-traveling world, lacking the sense of belonging and being subject to the entire interpersonal
network in the time-traveling world. So to some extent, the self is not free. Meng Hui Da Qing provides an imaginative
way to satisfy the actress' emotional desire by traveling to a different world. However, the way of using “dream” to
interpret this more logical journey is essentially a reawakening and recognition of the life and identity in the modern
world after it has been negated.

Key Words: time-travel novel; Meng Hui Da Qing; narratology; network literature; semiotics



