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if we set aside the issues of industry development and focus solely on the aspect of visual creation, the videos
generated by Sora are mere imitations of traditional videos. Sora successfully integrates fiction and reality,
presenting reality entirely through fiction, which is its decisive difference from film production. In the era of
Sora, cinematic art requires collaboration between humans and machines, demanding imagination, creativity, and
aesthetic sensibility, as well as narrative, empathetic, and sophisticated linguistic abilities that adapt to computers.
All of these are related to literature. The quality of future cinematic art is determined by literature as a variable,
which may signify the advent of a new era of literature.

Keywords: Sora; cinematic art; literariness

The Tragic Sense of Life: A Semiotic Causerie on '""Duhkha"
YU Hongbing

(Faculty of Arts, Toronto Metropolitan University, Toronto M5B 2K3, Canada;
International Institute for Semiotic Studies, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210024 )

Abstract: Tragedy is essentially a semiotic phenomenon: the tragic sense endows various pains in life (duhkha)
with significance, thereby "identifying" and "creating" these pains as tragic experiences. The phenomenon of
tragedy can be understood from three aspects: "experiencing suffering" (experiences of duhkha), "knowing
suffering" (interpretation of duhkha), and "narrating suffering" (representation of duhkha). The division of these
three aspects is made based on tragedy as a specific example of meaning generation. In all cases of meaning
generation, it occurs within relatively independent individuals, where the individual serves as the subject and
the arena of meaning generation. Both duhkha and efforts to "alleviate duhkha" can only take place within the
subject. However, due to the ubiquitous existence of semiosis, the subject inevitably faces the "double semiotic
paradoxes of humanity" in the process of meaning generation. Yet, semiosis is not the sole necessary attribute of
life. Reflecting on this issue can provide a unique entry point for understanding the tragic sense of life.
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A Study on the Name of the Donggan Ethnics
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Abstract: Private documents serve as credible sources for discovering and supplementing historical research,
reconstructing historical facts, and correcting official history to improve historical research. Through an
investigation of private documents from modern Northwest China, it is found that in the first half of the 19"
century, the name of the Donggan Ethnics had two different spellings, Donggan and Tonggan, before eventually
becoming standardized as Donggan. As a collective name, Donggan is a transliteration initially used by a Turkic-
speaking ethnics in Xinjiang to refer to foreign Muslims. It later evolved into two meanings: broadly referring
to the Hui Muslim community who migrated from other regions (mainly Gansu and Shaanxi) and settled in

Xinjiang, and narrowly referring to the descendants of Hui Muslims who migrated to the Russian Empire in the



