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The History of “Meta Universe”
A Semiotic Thinking

Li Wei Ma Lei Jiang Xiaoli

Abstract The “meta universe” under discussion today is not the product

of the digital technology era, but has its own evolution process. Understanding
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the “meta universe” beyond the context of digital technology and into a more far-
reaching place in history will help us to decode and disenchantment it and carry
out necessary technical ethics review at the same time. This paper holds that the
change of the virtual world based on the symbolic media text and the evolution of
the relationship between virtual and reality are the main path of the historical de-
velopment of the cognitive meta universe. Therefore, semiotics has become an ef-
fective theoretical perspective. Through the investigation of the three dimensions of
the construction purpose, construction mode and subject perception of the “meta
universe” , this paper attempts to draw these conclusions. First, the historical
development of the meta universe has generally experienced three important stages
from “classical meta universe” to “modern meta universe” and then to “post-
modern meta universe” . Second, the construction mode of symbolic text relied
on by “meta universe” has experienced the evolution from “Representation” to
“imitation” and then to “simulation” . Third, the boundary between the virtual
world and the real world has experienced a game process from “clear-cut” to
“turbulence” and then to “integration and connection” . Finally, people’s per-
ception of the meta universe has also experienced the evolution from “telescope
mode” to “interstellar travel mode” and then to “life mode” .

Keywords Meta Universe; The Relationship Between Virtual and Reality;
Virtual World; Text
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