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resolve the methodological crisis and take a functional approach,
surpassing traditional metaphysics and empiricism. Cassirer regards
human activities as symbolic, human essence as labour, and human
existence as a symbolic universe. Although he transcends traditional
philosophy and reveals symbols to be the fundamental intermediary
of human perceptual activities, he limits his interpretation to human
spiritual life and disconnects the relationship between symbols and
reality. Marxist philosophy interprets human activities as practice,
human essence as the sum of all social relations, and human existence
as the perceptual world. It is a fundamental difference between Marx’s
and Cassirer’s approaches to human studies that Marxism advocates
for the investigation of individuals as real and concrete entities from
the perspective of social relations. With the advent of the digital age,
people who exist as symbols have evolved into a new stage of digital
existence. Chinese Marxist semiotics integrates the theories of Marx
and Cassirer and makes a novel investigation of the survival and
development of humans in the digital age.
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