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A Phenomenological Study on the Differences between the

Processes of Signifying and of Encoding-Decoding

Dong Minglai

Abstract: This paper makes a phenomenological argument that the essence of
the signifying process is the intentionality of meaning. The intentional
act of creating meaning can happen within the mind in accordance
with the rules of signifying, even if the ego is not confronted with any
existing other. The essence of the signifying process differentiates it

from the processes of encoding and decoding. The different models
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of encoding and decoding expressed in theories of semiotics and
communication always involve exchanges of information or meaning,
which happen among different subjects or positions. Hence, this
article shows that many studies in semiotics today actually confuse the
creation of meanings with the exchange of meanings.
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