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Semiotic Pragmatism: An Integration of Peirce’ s Semiotics and Pragmatism

ZHOU Jing
( Institute of Philosophy, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200235, China)

Abstract: Peirce’ s pragmatism is often misunderstood and even ignored as it is mainly understood based on William

James’ s misinterpretation. One of Peirce’ s goals in rearticulating his idea of pragmatism is to eliminate any possi—

ble commitment to psychologism. After elaborating on the anti — psychologism and realist positions of Peirce, this

paper focuses on the intellectual connection between Peirce’ s philosophy of semiotics and pragmatism. It then pro—

. . . . ’ . . . ‘ . . . ” . . .
poses a refined interpretation of Peirce’ s pragmatism, which is “semiotic pragmatism. ~ It is an optimal expression

of Peirce’ s pragmatism that emphasizes the semiotic rather than the linguistic. This article argues that semiotic

pragmatism can help us get a continuous narrative between the old and new pragmatism. At the same time, it also

provides enlightening ways to overcome the ‘“semantic curtain” challenges the new pragmatism faces and promote

the deep integration of pragmatism and cognitive philosophy.

Key words: pragmatism; Peirce; sign; semiotic pragmatism
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