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A Semiotic Reading of Umberto Eco’ s Theory of the Readers
ZHU Tao — xiang

( School of Foreign Languages Jinan University Guangzhou 510632 China)

Abstract: Umberto Eco has devoted all his life to exploring the theory of the readers. Ever since the end of 1950” s he has never
stopped his emphasis on the readers’ role in interpreting texts and his theoretical works essays and novels have shown his incessant
concern with the issue. Under the semiotic framework he develops his textual semiotics in the light of the semiotic triangle of author
text and reader whereby to turn the readers’ interpretation into a dynamic process to demonstrate the communicative nature of litera—
ture. He constructs his Model Reader and answers what rights readers have how they interpret and how the text and the encyclopedia
regulate the readers’ interpretation in the process of reception. He aims to establish a concrete standard and model to draw a dividing
line between legitimate and illegitimate textual criticism.
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