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Destination of Meaning
——Exploration Based on Roland Barthes’ Semiotics and Text Thought

HU Jian-min
(School of Foreign Languages, Guizhou Normal College, Guiyang 550018, China)

Abstract ; What determines meaning? Different philosophers and literary critics propose different answers in different periods and

different ideologies. As a transition between structuralism and post-structuralism, Roland Barthes inherits Saussure’s structural approach

and semiotic approach, embodying meaning into the combination of a series of symbols and then further explores the relation between

the author and the readers and that between the work and the text. He maintains neither the author nor the readers are the monopolist

of meaning. The meaning is suspended, delayed and permeated in the space and time.
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