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Time and Narrative Time in Lyric Poetry

TAN Jungiang

Abstract: As the most tangible human life experience time is an important motif in ancient and
modern Chinese and foreign literature. In narrative theoretical research including traditional Chinese narra—
tive research time presentation in narrative works especially in fictional narratives has been much
studied. However little study has been done on the presentation of time in lyric poetry. The narrative time
in lyric poetry can be detected from the perspective of transgeneric narratology. Some “events” in lyric poet—
ry are comparable to those in narrative texts. These events show temporality and sequentiality only they are
presented in a different way from those in narrative texts. An analysis of order duration and frequency
based on narrative theories will lead to a basic outline of the presentation of narrative time in lyric poetry.
Such an outline is applicable to both Chinese and foreign lyric poetry. The inner relationship revealed by the
outline between lyric poetry and narrative texts will not only improve understanding and appreciation of lyric
poetry but also provide valuable reference for further research in the temporal presentation in narrative texts.

Keywords: lyric poetry narrative time order duration frequency
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