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Restoring Chinese Experience: From Three Levels of Broad Sense
Narrative to Morphology-Based Three Levels of Story

LI Miao-miao

( School of Literature Nankai University Tianjing 300071 China)

Abstract. Broad Sense Narratology or “Broad Sense Semiotic Narratology ” is constructed by professor
Zhao Yiheng who has made reference to the principles of Western semiotics and explored the common rules
shared by all narrative styles. An in-depth study into the interdisciplinary principles behind the research para—

&

digm discovers that the “Three Levels Theory ” as one of the core contents is still plagued with problems un—
solved which reflect the disparity between broad sense narrative research paradigm and Chinese local narrative
tradition. The morphological paradigm abiding by story morphology originates from western biology adheres to
relevant interdisciplinary principles in humanities and has been widely applied to aesthetics arts and literary
studies. Meanwhile the theory of three levels of story based on morphology can respond to the problems un—
solved by three levels theory of broad sense narratology and is in a better position to restore Chinese indigenous
narrative experience thus offering more theoretical possibilities in manifesting the indigenous implications of

Chinese stories.

Key words: Broad Sense Narratology; story; morphology; Chinese experience



