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Redefining the Concept of “Verbal Image”
GAO Jiguo
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Zhao Yiheng, Chen Xiaoming, Jiang Yin, and Zhao Yangiu had researched the concept of Verbal
Image and had probed into the theoretical interpretation. But still, there are definition confusion and incongruent
usages in their researches. On the basis of previous studies, this paper tries to clarify the concept of Verbal Image
based on the conceptual tension of image of object, representation, and metal image and then redefine Verbal
Image as the image of corresponding objects in your mind when you see the visualized words and phrases. At last,
the paper examines the interpretability of this concept in classical Chinese poetry.
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