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On Meaning Generating Process of Nuo Ritual of Baima Tibetan

ZHANG Shu-ping
(School of Foreign Languages, Lanzhou City University, Lanzhou 730070, China)
Abstract; The Nuo culture of the Baima Tibetan takes iconic sign as the main form of expression, and it has a multi-layer
but conventional structure. As to its sign system, the ritual signs of the Nuo are of iconic sign in which image, diagram
sign and metaphoric sign coexist more or less. To be specific, one of the image sign, diagram sign and metaphoric sign
dominates each branch of the sign systems and the other two also appear but in a subordinate way. By analyzing the gener-
ation process of meaning, the meaning of Baima Tibetan Nuo culture can be divided into three layers, namely intention
meaning, text meaning and explanatory meaning. In the process of intentional meaning injection and text meaning forma-
tion, simile, metaphor, metonymy, exaggeration and symbolism are widely used, in order to accurately and effectively
express the meaning of intention in various symbolic texts of Nuo culture. Meanwhile, the narrative style of the Nuo is of
great importance with its varied but formulated performance system. The syntagmatic component and structure are pre-
destinated. Its producers strive to follow the rules, inherit a set of conventional symbol system and express a set of estab-
lished meaning collection.
Key words:iconic sign; meaning; rhetoric; narration
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