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Abstract: Based on an interdisciplinary perspective of semiotic anthropology,

this paper differentiates itself from the traditional folk literature

research that pays much attention to either the imaginative
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characteristics of the “mysterious and the supernatural” or the roles,
motifs, archetypes and formulaic functions of savage folktales.
Combining fieldwork and literature analysis, the study explores the
meaning-coding patterns, symbolic metaphor and cultural mechanics.
It focuses on how these stories are generated in a multi-ethnic space
and constantly change in the Tibetan-Yi Corridor, where they are
told and heard in the tradition of Jhiguai (E#¥, supernatural tales),
Bowu (184, natural history) on the Central Plains and the oral
narrative tradition of the southwestern border areas. Accordingly, it
discusses local people’s understanding of their complex ecological
environment throughout the migratory history that shapes their
identity through the process of habitat development and resource
transformation. The multiple paths of human-culture interaction,
ethnic exchange and multi-species symbiosis are explored.

Keywords: Tibetan-Yi Corridor, semiotic anthropology, savage, folktale, The

Collection of Chinese Folktales ( Sichuan Volume)
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