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Semiotics as the Methodology and General Imagology
HU Yirong

(School of Journalism and Communication, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: Imagology originated from Comparative Literature. It mostly explores the exotic figure and
image in literary works. Over nearly a century, image has become a universal concept, which, in to-
day’ s media society, has far exceeded the category of exotic image as depicted in literature and arts.
From the perspective of Semiotics, the paper attempts to look into a kind of universal imagology,
which, the paper proposes, should be applied to today’ s text, not only literature but also all types of
mass media contexts of independent social subjects.
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